
 
 
 

Matt Nink in India 

This Wednesday, Matt is off to 
India to conduct various 
workshops as well as develop a 
new GYLI Year 3 program.  He 
will be there for 10 days, 
traveling to four cities - Mumbai, 
Bangalore, Delhi, and Pune.  In 
three of these cities, he will be 
conducting workshops for over 
200 teachers. While in India, 
Matt will be updating a blog that 
you can read. 
 
Click here to go to Matt's travel 
blog. 

 Middle School Update 

This August GYLI held its first 
middle school program at Pine 
Point School in Connecticut with 
40 students and teachers!! The 
institute theme was based on 
hands-on environmental 
science.  Activities such as 
hiking, sailing, tenting, water 
testing, and an Aquarium visit 
provided a great atmosphere for 
learning! We also had some very 
informative speakers on 
astronomy, wind and solar 
power, and Leave No Trace. On 
the last day students and 
teachers together created 
Leader Learning Plans to take 
their learning back to their 
schools and communities. We 

  

Thoughts from Board Member, Ward Ghory 

GYLI started as a pilot program after 
September 11, 2001 when John Braman, 
then-President of ISACS, called for 
member schools to send teams of 
students with a teacher to participate in 
a religious pluralism activity bringing 
together Muslim, Christian, Jewish, and 
other students. The USM Dean of 
Students, Matt Nink, took a team of 
three students to climb the ratlines on 
the Amistad that year, and returned 
motivated to expand participation in 
this program. 
 
Two years later, when ISACS determined 

to spin off the Youth Leadership Institutes, Matt took over as 
Director of the program. When people ask me why I joined the 
board of the organization now known as GYLI (Global Youth 
Leadership Institutes), I say, "to keep an eye on Matt."  Of course, 
the real reasons go deeper. 
 
My motivation is captured by the words of the second part of the 
GYLI mission - Assist schools in their missions to inspire socially 
responsible young people 
 
Developmentally, teenagers are ready to move from being ego-
centric to becoming socio-centric. It is possible to have a 
moment of awakening, a birth of awareness, during high school. 
With a developing capacity to relate to others, young people 
hunger for moments of community when they discover 
commonalities and appreciate differences with others. The 
academic curriculum of our schools, with its emphasis on 
intellectual preparation for college, must stretch to include 
activities that lay the foundation for young people to develop 
collaborative leadership skills. I saw GYLI as a promising vehicle 
to develop student and faculty leaders for the school I head.   
 

  



had fun and learned a lot about 
ourselves, others, and the Earth! 
 

 
 

 World Headquarters at 
Pius 

The GYLI offices are officially 
moved into Pius XI High School. 
It is a different setting - school 
bells, students roaming the halls, 
but all the Pius faculty and 
students have been very 
welcoming. Here is our new 
contact information: 
 
135 N. 76th Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53213 
office: 414.290.8142 
fax: 414.290.0205 

 Contact Information  

  

Matt Nink 

Executive Director 

Global Youth Leadership 
Institute 

414.290.8142(o) 
414.397.1159(c)  

 

At any point in the last five years, nearly 10% of Upper School 
students and faculty at USM have participated in GYLI institutes. 
Filtered through the student body and faculty lounge are people 
who share a common vocabulary (5 C's, pluralism). They have 
experience in talking about sensitive topics like race, class, 
sexual orientation, and religion. They know how to practice 
collaborative problem-solving approaches. When the news of the 
day or the activities of our lives bring to the fore a challenging 
diversity-based conflict, I am confident we have a cadre of 
people with the skills necessary to create respectful 
communication amid the heat of controversy. I know I have 
teachers willing to lead group discussions outside their disciplines 
so we will not flinch from facing complicated topics whose 
resolution will ultimately deepen our sense of community. 
 
Growing up in Cincinnati in the early 1960's, it was not until the 
very end of high school that I had my first opportunities to 
broaden my own narrow perspective or extend my sheltered 
worldview through interaction with peers and adults from many 
different backgrounds who came together for common social 
causes. I am with GYLI today because the need is urgent for the 
current generation of young people to develop pro-active social 
commitments of their own choosing, and for schools to develop 
intellectually serious ways for young people to explore and 
experience the global community in which we live.   
 
And, someone still needs to keep an eye on Matt. 

 Meeting at McDonald's  

On Wednesday, August 26, GYLI students from John Hope College 
Prep, Kenwood Academy, and Urban Prep Academy presented to 
McDonald's staff members at McDonald's US Headquarters in Oak 
Brook, IL. The students, accompanied by GYLI faculty members 
from their schools, reported to McDonald's staff about their 
participation in GYLI summer institutes, which was funded by a 
grant from McDonald's. All students spoke well and gave inspired 
responses to questions from the audience. Great job GYLI crew! 



 
 

  

 

 


